TECH PREP NEWSLETTER

Southwestern Community College

Calendar of Events
2007

Oct. 16-20 1 Careers in
Construction Week

Oct. 291 Choices training

Oct. 307 Math in CTE class

Oct. 317 8" Grade Career
Exploration Conference

Nov. 8-91 IACTE Conference,
Ames, |IA

Nov. 1217 PLTW Conference,
Coralville, IA

Nov. 27 T Math in CTE class

Dec. 10-11 7 HS Summit, DM, IA

Dec. 13-151 ACTE Conference,
Las Vegas, NV

Feb. 207 8" Grade Career
Exploration Conference

April 37 Employment Fair

8th Grade Career
Conference Dates!

October 31, 2007 and February 20,
2008are the datel
Grade Career Exploration
Conference. Eighth grade students
have the opportunity to explore
Southwe st er n Co mmu
vocational programs and listen to
community  professionals  share
information about their occupation
and corresponding career pathway.
Registration information has been
sent to 8" grade contacts and middle
school principals. Many schools are
registered, but we still have room for
approximately 30 students at the
October conference. Contact Mindy
if you are interested in attending, at
800-247-4023, ext. 307 or email:
dreshack@swecciowa.edu

Mindy Dresback

October 2007 Tech Prep/Career Academy Coordinator

Notes from the Coordinator

Welcome to the 2007-2008 school year! The semester is leveling out with a record
enrollment of 225 for the fall semester. Five programs are being offered this year: Business
Systems Networking, Automotive Technology, Building Trades, Drafting and Health
Occupations with students from 15 schools participating.

The Health Career Academy has the largest enrollment with 95 students. We welcome two
new health instructors, Stacey Andreasen at Mount Ayr High School, and Justine
Buckingham at Central Decatur High School.

Construction has started! Four houses are being built by 63
students across Area 14. Sites
include Red Oak, Corning, Creston,
and Osceola. The Creston program
welcomes a new instructor, Kyle
Harvey, as well as a new
sponsor,  Union  County
Development Corporation.

Creston Site

The Automotive Program is at full capacity, with 34
ar 6 Sf|rst8year students, and 4 second year students. These
ngh School students Will be participating in the DMACC Auto Skills Contest on October
22, for a chance to represent their school at the hands-on contest to be held in December.
Good luck to those students!

ity Coll egebs . .

We dre excited to have four students enrolled in our Drafting program. The students are
really enjoying these classes, and learning skills that will lead to a high-demand, high-wage
career.

This year will be a year of planning for Perkins. With the new reauthorization in August
2006, the state of lowa will be writing their 5 year plan to take effect in July 2008.
Stakeholders from across the state are participating in work sessions to draft the state plan,
which will then be submitted to the Federal government for final approval in March 2008. |
am serving on the Accountability work team, and will keep you updated throughout the year
of our progress.

Meanwhile, | am focusing on helping schools understand the new requirements of the
Perkins IV, by presenting to their CTE Instructors and Advisory Committees. If you would
like me to visit your school, or need assistance in area of Career & Technical Education in
your classroom or curriculum, please give me a call at 1-800-247-4023, ext. 307, or email me
at dresback@swecciowa.edu

Have a great year!
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Choices Training

Tech Prep will
AChoiceso
school year. The training will be held
on Monday, October 29, at the Green
Valley AEA Computer Lab. Training
for Choices Explorer for Middle
Schools will be offered from 9:00-
11:30 am, and training for Choices
Planner for High Schools will be
offered from 12:00-3:00 pm. These
trainings will be conducted by
Heather Andersen of the College
Planning Center. | encourage you to
attend one of these sessions if you
are interested in using either of the
Choices programs.

again  sponsor

The lowa Choices program is again
providing Choices Planner to all
lowa high schools and Choices
Explorer to all lowa middle schools
for FREE! If you are a school that
has middle and high school together,
you will get both products for free.
For more information on this offer,
contact Heather Andersen, College
Planning Center at 877-272-4692, ext
7426; or email
handersen@studentloan.org

Professional Development
Class for CTE Instructors

In response to the new Perkins 1V
legislation  requiring  academic
integration in CTE programs, a
professional development class will
be sponsored by Tech Prep and
Green Vall ey
for CTE I
help with integrating mathematics
into your Career and Technical
curriculum. Classes will meet from
4:00-7:00 pm on October 30,
November 27, January 22, and
March 4, in Room 180 of the
Instructional Building at SWCC in
Creston. Instructor for the class will
be Donna McClain, Lead Math
Consultant for Green Valley AEA
14,

This  professional  development
offering is open to all Area 14 CTE
Instructors. Registration fliers have
been sent to all schools, and should
be returned to Mindy Dresback,
SWCC, 1501 W. Townline Street,
Creston, 1A 50801 or via AEA Van
#33 by October 23, 2007.

AEA.
nstruct

Register for the IACTE Conference!
The lowa Association for Career and Technical Education's annual conference "CTE &

t r ai-08i rSiydentt Achieveinente A2 Wibnihg Combination for a Global Workforce" is fast

approaching. This year's conference is scheduled for November 8th and 9th at the Gateway
Conference Center in Ames and the theme reinforces the important role of CTE in student
achievement.

This year's Pre-Conference Program sponsored by the Department of Education is "Math in
CTE". It will showcase the new state initiative on CTE's role in strengthening math
achievement. Other feature sessions will include:

- Program Standards in CTE: A Model for Measuring Student Achievement

- Using Data to Improve CTE Programs

- Project Easier and CTE Plus

- Career Pathways: A Model Program Connecting the Four-Year Plan

- Assuring Quality in Concurrent Enrollment Courses

- Project Lead The Way: Increasing Math, Science, and Engineering Skills

- Student Leadership Development

The lowa Association for Career & Technical Education provides leadership and advocacy
for CTE in lowa. Register now.....and join your colleagues in taking CTE in lowa to the next
level! Contact Mindy Dresback, dresback@swcciowa.edu, for registration information.

Business 0Program of Studyo

On October 17, SWCC hosted a Business fAPr
discuss the possibility of starting a Business Career Academy program(s) in Area 14 to serve

the needs of area students interested in pursuing a career focusing in the field of business.

The new Perkins |V Legislation requires d

area had been suggested by schools across Area 14.

Colleen Hunt, DE Business Consultant and Mindy Dresback led the very informative and
productive discussion. HS Principals, Superintendents, Counselors and Business Instructors
attended this planning session. An Action Plan was developed, and information gathered will
be shared with everyone. Information needed from schools includes:

1. Survey of studentsd interest
to counselors/principals.

2. A list of your Business Programs, including the units that make up that program,
plus a list of other Business classes that are offered at your High School that may be
additional choices, but not current
26)

Infogmetion !l be gompiled '@ta @ rgagix by November 7th and shared with all. Further
steps Wil then he decjded V\gtt}tt@ felp f @ sub-committee.

If you have any questions about this process, contact Mindy Dresback.

OProject Lead the Way6 Conference

The Division of Community College and Workforce Preparation within the Department of
Education has developed a statewide system that utilizes a national pre-engineering program
called Project Lead the Way® (PLTW). This statewide system fosters the integration of
academics into career and technical education and creates a seamless transition for students
to move from the secondary level to higher education. PLTW is a not-for-profit corporation
that promotes pre-engineering education for middle and high school students. PLTW
incorporates strong partnerships between the public schools, higher education institutions
and the private sector to increase the
and biotechnology workforce. The broad scope of the PLTW program prepares students for
engineering and related

Aconference providing insight i nto
12, 2007, at the Coralville Marriott Convention Center through the University of lowa. If
your school is interested in learning more about implementing PLTW, | would encourage
you to send a representative to the upcoming conference. Southwestern Community College
would welcome the opportunity to work collaboratively to bring more Area 14 schools
aboard this initiative. For more information, contact Mindy at dresback@swcciowa.edu
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