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I hope this issue of the Southwestern Magazine finds you having a great 
summer 2009!  You’ll see the underlying theme in this summer’s issue of the  
magazine is dedication.  As a community college, it takes the expertise, guidance, 

and direction of many individuals to offer challenging academics and quality services 
to students and the communities we serve.  Southwestern is very fortunate to have  
an extremely talented and dedicated group of people working to make the institution  
the great place that it is.

This issue will give you a glimpse of a few of the remarkable individuals who have 
given and continue to give their time and efforts to the college.  From employees,  
to board members, to retirees, to community volunteers many people work each year 
to assist the college in fulfilling its purpose.  The individuals featured in this issue know  
the importance of education and the value that community colleges add to the 
state.  They have all given generously of their time and talents to further the mission  
of Southwestern.  

With the challenging economic times we are in, this has been a difficult spring  
for community colleges.  There will likely be more financial uncertainty ahead; but, 

now more than ever, we at Southwestern are committed to our vision  
of serving as the “center of educational excellence for the enrichment 
of our students and communities.”

Have a great summer,

Dr. Barb Crittenden
Southwestern Community College President

Crittenden’s Corner
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On the Cover
SWCC’s Osceola high 
school carpentry class 
takes a break from their 
work to pose with Habitat 
for Humanity workers in 
Texas. The group traveled 
to Beaumont, TX, during 
spring break to assist with 
a home-building project. 
Read more on page 6.
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“Larry served Southwestern as a leader 
and a mentor, always keeping in mind 
the college’s mission.” That was the 

statement Ken Rech, current SWCC board of 
trustees president, used to explain longtime 
Board President Larry Mark’s years of service 
to Southwestern.  

Mark joined the SWCC board in December 
1978.  He was elected board president in 
October 1981 and served in that role until fall 
2008.  After more than 30 years of service to 
the college, Mark retired from the board in 
January 2009.  During his tenure, he provided 
exemplary leadership for the board, the college, 
and the communities Southwestern serves.

An alumni of Grandview Junior College and 
Drake University, Mark was intrigued with 
the community college system and SWCC’s 
location.  He felt the college brought much 
to the area and believed in the high level of 
interaction between students and instructors.  
When asked why he remained on the board, he 
replied, “SWCC was the hub of the community 
and this part of the state.  Things were always 
happening and programs and facilities were 
being added and expanded.  I wanted to stay 
a part of it as long as my constituents wanted 
me to stay.”

Many changes took place during Mark’s 
tenure.  Mark notes the expansion of the 
college and the significance of additional 
facilities in Osceola and Red Oak.  He is proud 
of how the recognition of the college has 
grown throughout the area.  

“The administration, staff, faculty and 
trustees put a lot of effort into making SWCC 
more visible,” he explained.  “The community 
college system also saw much improvement in 
visibility and cohesion.”

Being a part of an institution for more than 
30 years is bound to have an impact on a person.  
Mark appreciated having opportunities to 
meet new people from all over the country.  
“You get to share ideas, and what I found 
was that Iowa has one of the best systems in 
the country,” he explains.  “We’re fortunate to 
have our boards elected and have local control, 
where many states have appointed boards with 

very little local control where you can’t have 
much impact.”  

He values relationships he built with board 
members and is proud of the cohesion and 
focus of the board.  “I’ve always felt that no 
matter what director district you’re elected 
from, you should really be thinking about the 
big picture for the college,” he said.  “I tried 
to create that atmosphere and had great help 
doing it.”   

One of  Mark’s notable accomplishments 
as a trustee was implementation of the Carver 
Model process in 1997.  While at a conference 
in Toronto with Rech, Mark heard John 
Carver speak of a process that defines the role 
of a board of directors as a governing board, 
not an administrative board. Mark shared this 
same philosophy.   

“The Carver Model doesn’t allow a board to 
micro-manage and meddle in the day-to-day 
activities of the college,” he explained.  “My 
strategy was to follow these guidelines, stay 
on topic, and give everyone a chance to speak 
their minds, but still stay focused.”  Putting the 
Carver Model into place at SWCC took about 
two years. Mark credits the professionalism 
and dedication of his fellow trustees in making 
the transition a success. 

Another accomplishment Mark notes is 
the substantial financial support from the 
community and area.  “The fundraising effort 
we had a few years ago exceeded expectations,” 
he says. “Faculty, administration, and staff 
really got our story out and people understood 
the economic impact of SWCC to the area.”

Mark believes SWCC’s future will be  
a positive one.  “I see a lot more opportunities 
for community colleges directly involved with 
the cost of education,” he explained. “More 
and more people are realizing that you can save 
a ton of money during those first two years at a 
community college and get a better education.”  

In addition to spending time in Arizona with 
his wife, Jean E., keeping up with their four 
children and seven grandchildren, and driving 
his Corvette in performance events across  
the country, Mark is also starting his next 
business venture involving “active trading”  
in the stock market.   

 of Community Colleges
Long-Time Board Member Larry Mark Retires
By Stacy Gibbs, Director of Institutional Advancement

Larry Mark, Longtime Board President

At the SWCC Board of Trustees meeting on February 12, 2009, 
Tony Cass of Creston was appointed by the board to fill the 
college’s District 8 board member position.  

Cass is the assistant director of pharmacy services at Greater 
Regional Medical Center in Creston.  He was a student at 
Southwestern from 1975-77.  He will serve in this position until 
the next regular school board election in September 2009.  This 
position was vacated with the December 2008 resignation of 
Larry Mark.  

Cass and his wife, Peggy, have two grown children, Chad and 
Christopher, and three grandchildren, Mikenna, Kyla, and Brenna.

A Champion 
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A Changing of the Guard
SWCC Education Foundation says thank you 
to past leadership and welcomes new faces
By Stacy Gibbs, Director of Institutional Advancement

T he SWCC Education Foundation 
(EF) has undergone many changes 
in its 30-plus years.  The integrity and 

quality of its board of directors has remained 
a valued constant.  Community members 
from the eight-county area served by SWCC 
invest their time and efforts for the betterment 
of the Foundation and the college.  Three 
directors recently completed their time on 
the EF Board.  We applaud and thank these 
community leaders for giving to the growth 
and betterment of SWCC.

Dwight Conover, Creston  
Years Served:  1984 – 2009
Dwight Conover 
has always believed 
education is the best 
equalizer in America.  
“Education can 
instill confidence 
and competence so 
people can accomplish more,” Conover stated.   

Dwight and his wife, Marilyn, moved  
to Creston with their two children  
in 1984 when he took a leadership position 
at First National Bank.  Dwight joined  
the EF board soon after, where he enjoyed  
the experience of learning about Southwestern 
Community College.  

“The EF was just in its infancy and many  
of us saw something that could be significant to 
the future of the college,” Dwight remembers.  
During his 25 years on the board, he has seen 
the Foundation grow from a balance of under 
$100,000 to nearly $2 million.  Scholarship 
levels have steadily increased each year, 
currently averaging $500 per student with  
a total of $71,170 in 2008. 

When asked about significant 
accomplishments of the EF board during 
his years of service, Dwight mentioned 
SWCC’s first major gifts campaign, which got 
underway in 2003.  He and Marilyn co-chaired  
the campaign. 

“The major gifts campaign gave a sense  
of confidence to the board, the community, 
and the college,” he said.  “Many people 
realized the importance of the college  

to our area and contributed to make the effort 
a big success.”  

He is proud of the changes he has seen 
with the growth of the Foundation.  “The 
level of discipline and professionalism in the 
foundation is on par with many other larger 
foundations,” Conover explained.  “I’m proud 
to have been a part of it.” 

Dwight knows the impact of Southwestern 
Community College on the quality of life in our 
community.  He emphasizes the importance of 
giving back in a meaningful way and making a 
difference in the lives of others.  The Conovers 
donate toward a scholarship endowment 
providing help for several students each year. 

Now, as chairman and CEO of Northwest 
Financial, the holding company for First 
National Bank, Dwight is confident in the 
future of the Foundation.  “SWCC is a vital 
part of the community college system in 
Iowa,” Dwight states proudly.  “It is my wish 
that the Foundation continue to spotlight the 
college for not only what the students receive, 
but what donors to the Foundation receive.   
It takes everyone to ensure SWCC will  
always be here.”

Mike Cass, Fontanelle 
Years Served:  1998-2008
In 1998, when Mike 
Cass was asked by 
Vonnie Schildberg of 
Greenfield to join the 
SWCC EF board, he 
was very interested 
in learning what this 
group had to offer.  
As he looks back now on his experience, he  
is positive his decision was a good one.  

“I’m very thankful for the experience 
with SWCC, their personnel and my fellow 
directors on the Board,” Cass stated.  “They 
are not only committed to SWCC, but to the 
people of southwest Iowa.”  

Cass felt the capitol campaign had  
a tremendous impact on the entire area, not 
only because of the funds generated, but also 
because SWCC stepped up a few notches 

in being noticed for the quality and level of 
education they had to bring to the area.” 

Born and raised on a farm northwest of 
Fontanelle, Cass went away to college but 
came back to the area and has worked at First 
National Bank in Fontanelle ever since. 

Debbie Murphy, Mt. Ayr 
Years Served:  2003-2008
As entrepreneurs, 
Debbie Murphy and 
her husband, Joe, have 
owned and operated 
Southwest Builder 
Supply in Mt. Ayr 
since 1980 and have 
invested in the growth 
and development 
of their community.  
She has always known the importance  
of education.

“Joe and I have always been all about 
helping people pursue their education,” 
Debbie explained.  Through the years, Joe and 
Debbie have employed several students from 
the local high school because they believe it’s 
very important for kids to have some sort of 
business experience as they go through school.  

“We realized the direct impact SWCC has 
on our business because of the many graduates 
that have either worked for us or who own or 
work for the contractors that patronize our 
business,” Debbie commented.  “It’s a huge 
benefit to have the college so close by.”  

Debbie started her term on the board just 
as the college’s first major gifts campaign was 
getting underway.  She admits that, at first, she 
was somewhat overwhelmed with the duties 
expected of the directors for the EF board.  
“I did not realize the importance of being on 
this Board,” she says, “but Dr. Crittenden, 
her staff, and the EF Board members were 
so knowledgeable and professional, I really 
wanted to step up and be involved.  It was  
a very serious job.”  

Debbie said it was gratifying  
to see how the talents and knowledge  

[continued on page 11]
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By Terri Higgins, Director of Marketing 
and Enrollment Management

Respect!It’s ALL About

It’s a classroom that emphasizes communication and listening.  
Volunteerism and community involvement are extremely important, 
too.  Students are expected to overcome stereotypes (those in their 

minds, as well as stereotypes others have placed on them), sometimes 
stepping outside of their comfort zones to do so.  Sure, Charlie Mundy, 
SWCC carpentry and building trades instructor, teaches skills and 
techniques related to carpentry and building trades.  And, nevermind 
the class builds an entire house each school year as well; but, Mundy’s 
class is so much more than swinging a hammer, sawing a 2x4, or sanding 
a board. 

What makes Mundy’s class extraordinary is the fact he understands 
highly successful professionals in the carpentry and building trades 
industry also have the ability to communicate and work with a variety 
of individuals.  He does everything in his power to assure his students 
leave the classroom with these abilities in tow.  

Mundy has an extreme respect for his students, assisting them in 
growing and maturing as individuals while proving what they have to offer 
to their communities.  They may view him as “a cool guy” and someone 
who “tries to make everything fun,” but this SWCC instructor is not 
just teaching the curriculum, he’s going beyond the boundaries of the 
classroom and teaching his students skills and talents they will use forever.  

This year, more than any other, Mundy’s message seems to have 
gotten through to students.  In March, during the high school’s spring 
break, when many students were thinking about fun and a break from 
their teachers, Mundy, with assistance from three other chaperones, 
loaded up and set off with nine students from his class to complete a 
life-changing project—assisting with the construction of a Habitat for 
Humanity house in the hurricane-riddled regions of southern Texas.      

Mundy’s “Special” Class
Each year, Southwestern teams up with Clarke County Development 
Corporation to provide students opportunities to build homes in the 
Osceola community.  Mundy knew from the beginning this school 
year had provided him with a great class of students.  With 19 students, 
the class got off to an early start on this year’s house and students were 
quickly asking, “So what else are we going to do?”  That’s when Mundy 
and the students started to brainstorm.

Fundraising was not new to this innovative instructor.  When he took 
over the program in 2006, he had been startled the class did not have 
a work trailer.  He and the students quickly went to work and raised 
funds to purchase a trailer complete with SWCC logo imprint.  The 
2008-09 class project would be different though.  This group didn’t have 
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In photo from left to right: Erin Mundy, Clarke student; Keegan Brimm, Clarke student; Randy Scadden, Clarke student; 
Adam Patrick, Clarke student; Sue Brimm, chaperone; Jason Means, Murray student; Sam Brimm, chaperone; Larry Gary, 
homeowner; Larry Gary’s grandson; Charlie Mundy, SWCC instructor; Lacey Chipp, Clarke student; Tannor Schuldt, Clarke 
student; Austin Irving, Clarke student; Rod Schuldt, chaperone; and Colby Cummings, Clarke student.

something in mind for themselves, they were 
anxious to help others.  

The timing seemed natural.  It was just 
months after the Parkersburg tornado, where 
an entire northwest Iowa town was wiped 
from the map.  Those images were fresh in the 
students’ minds and so a call to Parkersburg 
was the first contact Mundy made. 

Finding the Project
Mundy did hear back from Parkersburg, 
but unfortunately the community was 
overwhelmed with the support they were 
receiving.  At that point, they had more 
volunteers than they could support.  So 
Mundy and the students were back to the 
drawing board.  

Letters and e-mails went out to Oprah, Ty 
Pennington (Extreme Home Makeover), a 
South Dakota Indian Reservation, and various 
Habitat for Humanity projects.  The students 
wanted to find a building project, but Mundy 
was starting to get concerned because they 
weren’t hearing back from people.  

Ultimately, it was a representative for the 
Texas Habitat for Humanity Project who first 
responded.  Following months of planning and 
a number of fundraising projects—such as a 

chili cookoff (a STANDING ROOM ONLY 
chili cookoff, that is!), an auction, a Pizza Hut 
promotion, and T-shirt sales—this was the 
trip the group of SWCC students would take.  

The Experience
The students spent three days on the job 
at the Habitat for Humanity home site  
in Beaumont, TX.  Texas Habitat for Humanity 
builds approximately eight or nine houses each 
year.  They have been working diligently since 
Hurricanes Rita and Ike destroyed the region 
in 2005 and 2008 respectively, but according 
to Mundy the communities still have a long 
recovery ahead.

From the time Mundy and the students 
arrived at their destination in 
Texas, approximately 900 
miles from home, they were 
completely overwhelmed 
by the devastation they 
witnessed.  

“When we got to 
Galveston, the van got 
really quiet,” Mundy 
explained.  “It was 
really eerie and looked 
like the storm had just 

happened months ago instead of years ago.”  
The neighborhood still had just one grocery 
store, two gas stations, portable toilets, their 
bank was an ATM machine, and a number 
of individuals were still just walking around 
picking up trash and debris.  Deserted cars 
still littered the streets, many appearing to be 
sitting in the precise locations where they had 
been washed.

After one day of settling in and touring 
the region, which included a little fun on 
Galveston Island, Mundy and the students 
started working at the Habitat for Humanity 
home site.  The home was being built for  

the end, “daddy’s girl” used her father’s own 
words to win the battle.  She had completed all 
her required high school courses and knew her 
dad didn’t approve of study halls.  “Homework 
is meant to be worked on at home,” Charlie 
would tell his kids.  If Erin didn’t take the 
class, study hall is where she would have been 
spending her time, so in the end, Charlie gave 
in and Erin was on her way to class.  

Father and daughter, alike, have the utmost 
respect for each other.  “I just thought it would 
be really cool to build a house with dad,” Erin 
beamed.  Erin said from the time she was a 
child she has “been one of the guys,” and her 
dad started teaching her carpentry-related 
skills at an early age.

Erin admits seeing her dad at the front of the 
room on the first day of classes was a “different 
experience,” but otherwise she got used to the 
concept.  

Father and daughter enjoyed the bonding 
time the Habitat for Humanity trip provided.  

Charlie said Erin did a ton of planning to help 
him get ready and ensure the trip was a success.

“She did a phenomenal amount of work 
to prepare,” said Charlie.  “I know the trip 
wouldn’t have gone so well if it wasn’t for her.” 

“We (Charlie and Erin) would just sit there 
for hours and plan,” said Erin.  Charlie is 
extremely appreciative of Erin’s assistance.  

Erin’s extremely proud of what her dad has 
done during his time teaching for the college.  

“Dad’s brought this program to something 
huge,” Erin explained, “not just in the 
techniques, but in the finish work.”  

This year, Charlie and the students 
completed the house ENTIRELY on their 
own, finish work included, something that 
makes father and daughter extremely proud.  

“His phone was always on and his office was 
always open,” Erin summarized the year.  “If 
there’s anything anyone needs, Dad’s always 
there for them.”  

The Father-Daughter Connection

Erin Mundy, the youngest of three children, 
has been around construction all her life; 
but when she announced to her dad, Charlie 
Mundy, she was taking his carpentry class 
during her senior year of high school, she 
didn’t get the warm response she expected.  In 

[continued on page 11]
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SWCC Employee Retirements
Compiled by Deb Taylor, Institutional Advancement and Marketing Administrative Assistant

Pat Kline began her career at Southwestern 
as a vocational evaluator in May 1979.  

In this position, her main function was 
completing assessments for agency referrals, 
Job Training Partnership Act ( JTPA), Voc 
Rehab, and Human Services.  She also 
administered pre-tests for vocational students.  
During the time in that position, Kline said she 
worked more with clients than with students.  

In 1985, Kline started working part-time in  
the Comprehansive Learning Center.  Kline 
moved to her full-time position as instructor 
for the Learning Center in 1988.  Her focus 
quickly shifted to students and helping students 
achieve successful college careers.  Throughout 
the years, Kline has taught a variety of courses 
such as basic math, fundamentals of writing, 
pre-algebra, and strategies for academic 
success.  She has enjoyed working with the 
many types of students at SWCC including 
non-traditional students and student-athletes. 

According to Kline, one of her most 
satisfying experiences is seeing students gain 
knowledge and confidence.  Her goal has been 
to help students at all levels of preparedness 
realize their full academic potential.  

Student Kathy Rains is one of Kline’s 
advisees and has been enrolled in Kline’s 
courses.  Rains said she is extremely thankful 
for the assistance Kline has provided her.  

“I probably wouldn’t have continued my 
education if it wasn’t for Pat,” Rains explains.  
“Pat is not only my advisor, she’s also my 
friend.”  

While at SWCC, Kline developed and 
coordinated a peer tutoring program for 
students.  At one time, the program employed 
50 tutors who assisted more than 250 
students in one year alone.  Brandi (Lininger) 
Shay, SWCC graduate and current business 
instructor, and John Doyle, SWCC PC 
technician, were both SWCC students at the 
time and served as two of the tutors for this 
program.

For the past six years, Kline has served as 
department chair for the social science and 
education department and has been an active 
leader in the faculty association.  

Kline is a graduate of the prestigious 
Kellogg Institute at the National Center 
for Developmental Education, located at 
Appalachian State University in Boone, 
NC.  Just 45 educators are accepted into this 
program each year to earn their certification 
as developmental education specialists.  Kline 
said The Kellogg Institute helped her network 
with outstanding leaders from across the 
nation.  

She has been an active member and is a 
past president for the Iowa Developmental 

Education Association.  She presented more 
than once at conferences for the National 
Association for Developmental Education.   

Kline plans to travel, do volunteer work, and 
garden after she retires.  She looks forward to 
the freedom retirement will provide.  

Linda Wood began employment as 
a student workstudy for Southwestern’s 

Career Planning and Placement Center  
in February 1999 under the direction of Pat 
Butcher, director.  Following her graduation 
from SWCC in May 1999, she was hired  
full-time as secretary for the Career Planning 
and Placement Center (CPPC) and Tech 
Prep programs.  In 2002, the CPPC’s name  
was shortened to Career Services.  Wood  
is still working for Career Services and Tech 
Prep today.

Wood feels her biggest accomplishments 
while employed at SWCC have come while 
designing résumés for alumni and the general 

public.  Choosing the right paper design and 
working toward tasteful and professional 
résumés were areas Wood enjoyed.  She 
considered it rewarding to help those working 
toward their first steps in getting a good job 
after college graduation.  

“Linda has been a loyal and dedicated 
employee,” Butcher comments.  “She is a hard 
worker and can handle a wide variety of tasks, 
all at the same time.   I will certainly miss her as 
an employee and a friend.”

Wood is looking forward to traveling to 
Texas and Altoona during retirement to attend 
her grandchildren’s activities.  

Pat Kline, Instructor, Comprehensive Learning Center (30 years)

Linda Wood, Secretary for Career Services & Tech Prep (10 years)
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Chicago boy Bill Krejci joined the 
Southwestern Community College staff 

in August 1978 as an instructor and coach.  
During his tenure at SWCC he was a physical 
education instructor, men’s basketball coach 
for eight years, Southwestern head baseball 
coach for 22 years, and college athletic director 
for 10 years.    

In September 1999, Krejci resigned as head 
baseball coach for the SWCC Spartans.  It was 
at this time that he assumed the role of athletic 
director and took on a larger responsibility for 
fundraising for athletics.  Krejci returned as 
head coach for a short stint from 2007 to 2008.

During Krejci’s reign as a college baseball 
coach he earned respect nationwide from 
players and coaches alike.  Krejci’s players were 
oftentimes recruited by outstanding four-year 
programs throughout the United States.  

It was Krejci’s talent and love of baseball 
that helped get him involved with the USA 
Baseball program in 1996.  He is a four-time 
national coach for the organization, continues 
as a clinician for baseball camps, and has been 
a cross checker in the player selection process.  
In 1998, Krejci helped lead USA Baseball’s 
16 and under team to the Gold Medal at the 
Youth World Championships in Fairview 
Heights, IL.  Overall, Krejci has helped lead 
USA Baseball teams to two silver medals, 
one gold medal, a PAL World Series title, two 
undefeated summers and an overall record 
of 29-3 as a USA Baseball coach.  Krejci was 

named US Olympic Committee Coach of the 
Year in Baseball in 1999.  

Krejci is a graduate of Northwest Missouri 
State University in Maryville, MO.  Krejci 
played for the Bearcats from 1971-73.  After 
that, Krejci assisted the Bearcat team for a 
couple years while he completed his graduate 
degree.  In 1996, Krejci was inducted into the 
Northwest Missouri State University Hall of 
Fame for baseball.  Krejci and the 1975 team 
received this honor due to their record of 33-
9, which is the best single-season winning 
percentage in school history.  To date, this is 
the only college baseball team at Northwest 
ever inducted into the NWMSU Hall of Fame.  

Krejci’s specialty is hitting and he enjoys 
teaching players and coaches alike.  Recently 
he produced a DVD that details hitting 
techniques.  He uses the DVD when he 
presents at USA Baseball clinics throughout 
the country.

Krejci feels his biggest accomplishment at 
Southwestern was expanding the Booster Club 
membership and the number of participants 
at the athletic fundraiser annual auctions.  
According to Krejci, there were 65 individuals 
in attendance at the first annual athletic 
fundraiser auction.  Today’s attendance has 
increased to 200 individuals annually.  

Another accomplishment of Krejci’s is the 
SWCC golf tournament.   Krejci established 
this annual event to be held each year in 
May.   This year marked the 10th year for the 

event, which was once again full with 144 
golfers.  The golf outing raises approximately 
$8,000 annually for SWCC athletes.  The 
attendees include past student athletes, as well 
as community members.  Past student athlete 
participants have come as far as the East Coast, 
Chicago, Minneapolis, and North Dakota.  

Krejci plans to continue to coach and do 
clinics for USA baseball after his retirement 
from Southwestern.    

Allan Higgins was hired at Southwestern 
in April 1997.  After working in local 

industry for 25 years, he joined the SWCC 
staff as coordinator of the Iowa Manufacturing 
Extension Partnership, which was federally 
funded and administered by Iowa State 
University.  SWCC contributed to the 
position by providing office space.  Later the 
program name was changed to Manufacturing 
Technology Center (MTC) and Higgins was 
given the title of field agent.  In 2004, he became 
SWCC’s industrial training coordinator.

Throughout his time at the college, he has 
assisted numerous area companies and their 
employees with training opportunities in 
areas such as maintenance, OSHA safety, and 
supervisory management.  He also coordinated 

Southwestern’s part of a statewide training 
program for local newspapers focusing on 
graphic design, press operation, and process 
improvement.  He has been a strong advocate 
for the career and technical programs.

Higgins feels his biggest accomplishment 
at Southwestern was running the Lean 
manufacturing training program.  He ran 
numerous classes for employees of various 
industries in the area.  He also notes, in 2002, 
he started the bidding process and was in 
charge of updating all signage on campus, 
external and internal.   

Higgins’ retirement plans include working 
on his golf game and spending time with his 
four grandchildren—two living in Creston 
and two living in Des Moines.  

Allan Higgins, Industrial Training Coordinator (12 years)

Bill Krejci, PE Instructor/Athletic Director (31 years)
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SWCC Ag 
Students Place 
in State and 
National PAS 
Competition
Two SWCC ag 
students placed first 
in Iowa Postsecondary Agricultural Student 
Organization (PAS) competition, held 
February 2009 in Ankeny, earning them the 
right to compete at the national level. Katie 
Leusink (left), freshman from Hawarden, 
placed first in impromptu speaking. Austin 
Brandt (right), freshman from Corning, 
placed first in ag sales. In addition, at the state 
conference Austin Brandt was elected as Iowa 
PAS president and Katie Leusink was elected 
as Iowa PAS vice-president. At the National 
PAS Competition, March 10-14, in Hershey, 
PA, Austin Brandt placed fifth in ag sales. Katie 
Leusink placed ninth, in impromptu speaking.

Student Highlights

Women’s Basketball Honors
Robin Moore (left) was named Iowa 
Community College Athletic Conference 
(ICCAC) athlete of the week for February 19-
25, 2009. Ariel Green (right) was named 2009 
Region XI Division II 3rd team all-region.

BPA Students 
Earn Trip to 
Nationals
SWCC Business 
Professionals of 
America (BPA) 
students competed 
strongly at the BPA--Iowa Association Spring 
Leadership Conference, February 25-27, 2009, 
in Des Moines, earning the right to compete 
at the BPA National Leadership Conference 
in Dallas, TX, from May 6-10, 2009.  Top 
honors included the following: Jenny Barnett 
(bottom left), freshman from Greenfield, 
medical transcription major, 2nd Place—
administrative support team (teammate 
Cortni Livengood), 3rd Place—medical office 
procedures; Cortni Livengood (bottom right), 
sophomore from Hopkins, MO, office systems 
specialist major, 1st Place—administrative 
support concepts, 2nd Place—administrative 
support team (teammate Jenny Barnett; Chris 
Mick (top right), sophomore from Arispe, arts 
& sciences major, 4th Place—banking & 
finance; Evan Musfeldt (top left), freshman from 
Lacona, business systems networking major,  
2nd Place—PC servicing & troubleshooting, 
2nd Place—network technology concepts.

Networking Students Place in Cyber 
Defense Competition
A team of students from SWCC’s computer 
club placed 12th nationally at the 2009 
National Cyber Defense Competition held 
February 20-21 in Ames.  Most students 
in SWCC’s computer club are completing 
degrees in the college’s business systems 
networking program. 

Students on SWCC’s cyber defense 
team included (left to right) Elliot VeVerka 
of Montezuma, Zach Feldhacker of Creston, 
Joshua Bix of Hopkins, MO, Ray Chenoweth 
of Afton, Evan Musfeldt of Lacona, 
and Richard McDonald of Afton (not pictured).  

Student Support Services  
Student Receives Honor
On April 16, 2009, Amanda Herzberg, SWCC 
sophomore, was awarded an Iowa-MAEOPP 
(Mid-America Association of Educational 
Opportunity Program Personnel) Achievement 
Award.  She was nominated for the $500 award 
by Laurie Besco, director of SWCC’s Student 
Support Services department.  She will use the 
award to help pay for her expenses at Northwest 
Missouri State University in Maryville, MO, 
where she plans to transfer for the fall 2009 
semester.  Herzberg plans to major in graphic  
design with the goal of becoming a children’s 
book publisher.  

All-Iowa Academic Team
SWCC students Nicole Goodale (left) 
of Diagonal and Erin Harman (right) of Afton 
were named to the 2009 All-Iowa Academic 
Team.  They were honored at the All-Iowa 
Academic Team Recognition Ceremony held 
on March 11 in Des Moines.

Collision Repair 
Student Headed 
to National 
Contest
Clay Mercer,  
of Corning, a 
S o u t h w e s t e r n 
C o m m u n i t y 
College sophomore, 
recently placed 
first in automotive 
refinishing at the Iowa SkillsUSA 2009 
competition in Ankeny.  Mercer, who is 
finishing his second year in SWCC’s collision 
repair program, will now compete at the 
National SkillsUSA Championships in Kansas 
City, MO, June 22-25, 2009.

SWCC Carpentry Students Place  
in Statewide Contest
Three SWCC carpentry students placed in 
the ABC of Iowa Craftsmanship Contest held 
January 2009 at the Varied Industries Building 
at the Iowa State Fairgrounds in Des Moines. 

Skylar Winterstien of Villisca placed second, 
Zack Springer of Afton placed third, and Edgar 
Sanchez of Osceola placed fourth. 

Spartan Softball Players Receive 
End-of-Season Honors
Four Spartan softball players were named to 
the 2009 Iowa Community College Athletic 
Conference (ICCAC) All-Region Team 
following their 2009 softball season. Angie 
Hawkins, was named 2nd Team All-Region 
catcher for the 2nd year in a row! Also, Angela 
Korner, received Honorable Mention All 
Region pitcher, Cassie Kadel, Honorable 
Mention All Region utility, and Jodie Beitz, 
Honorable Mention All Region infield.

Spring 2009 Full of Awards and Honors for SWCC Students
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of the EF Board members came together  
to effectively manage the funds raised by 
the first major gifts campaign.  “We all 
really complemented each other”, she said. 
“The EF Board is just excellent and very 
sincere about what they are doing.” 

New Directors–  
Terms Began 2009

Patti Bricker, Greenfield
Bricker is a stay-at-home mother who 
is actively involved with her children’s 
activities and her community.  She  
is familiar with Southwestern and a former 
employee of the college.  She worked in 
SWCC’s economic development division.

Randy Huewe, Creston
Huewe has been the president & CEO 
of First National Bank in Creston since 
February 2007.  He was born & raised on a 
farm near Dell Rapids, SD.   He graduated 
from Southwest Minnesota Community 
College in Pipestone, MN, and started his 
banking career in 1977 with Wells Fargo. 
He relocated to Des Moines in 1992 and to 
Creston in 2007. 

Larry Preston, Mount Ayr
Larry Preston is the vice president of 
engineering for Heartland Energy Solutions 
in Mount Ayr.  He earned a master’s degree 
in entrepreneurship at NOVA Southeastern 
University. His bachelor’s degree is in 
electrical engineering from the University 
of South Florida and he is a graduate 
of the U.S. Naval Nuclear Engineering 
Program. Preston has held management 
and lead engineering positions at Rockwell 
Collins, Raytheon Corporation, and Texas 
Instruments.   

A Changing  
of the Guard  
[continued from page 5]

It’s ALL about Respect! [continued from page 7]

a long-time Texas resident, whose home had 
been destroyed during the hurricane.

Mundy said the Habitat for Humanity 
group was completely amazed by what the 
group of students accomplished during their 
short stay.  Because Habitat for Humanity 
workers are voluntary, they normally do not 
have construction knowledge.  Southwestern’s 
students are OSHA-trained and certified 
and each had a minimum of one year of 
construction experience, so they did not need 
near the amount of direction and guidance 
usually required by the volunteers.

“There was nothing our kids couldn’t do 
according to their (Habitat for Humanity) 
standards,” Charlie stated.   

According to Mundy, one of the Habitat for 
Humanity construction supervisors summed 
it up with, “This is by far the best group we’ve 
ever had.  It’s obvious these kids have skills.”  

The students agreed the best part of the 
project was meeting the homeowner and 
knowing they were helping him rebuild his 
life.  Erin Mundy, a Clarke High School senior 
and trip participant, stated, “You can always 
do little things for a person, but what could be 
better than building a home for a person.”

They met Larry Gary, the homeowner, the 
second day they were on the project.  Gary 
was one of four generations to live in his 
family’s home before it was swept away in the 
hurricane.  According to Mundy, Gary and the 
kids immediately clicked.  He came back to 
cook the group lunch and then the final day of 
the project he returned to say good-bye to the 
group.  He was amazed by the amount of work 
they completed in just three days.

More Than Just a Trip
It wasn’t far into the trip when the students 
began to realize this trip was going to be a 
life-changing experience for them.  They were 
proud of the work they had accomplished 
and they were starting to sense the feeling 
of succeeding in a project and earning the 
respect of those around them.  The trip 
provided opportunities for the students to 
prove themselves and overcome stereotypes  
placed on them.  

The students worked with a variety of 
individuals during their stay in Texas.  A 
couple of days, the students worked with a 
group of prisoners who volunteer with Texas 
Habitat for Humanity on a continual basis.  
According to Charlie, it was interesting to 

see the interaction between the students and 
the prisoners.  In the beginning, the fact they 
would all be working together caught him and 
the students off-guard.

“They (the students) instantly stereotyped 
the prisoners as ax murderers and the 
prisoners (who worked there on a regular 
basis) stereotyped the students as kids with 
no skills,” said Charlie.  Then, after working 
together, everything kind of shifted and they 
began to interact.  By the end, they had respect 
for each other and knew one another’s names. 

“It was neat,” Charlie remembers.  “Once 
the attitudes were adjusted, it was unbelievable 
how well they all worked together.”  

At night, Charlie and the students would 
reflect on the day.  Charlie said these talks 
provided a great opportunity to talk about the 
kids’ actions, as well as those of other workers.  
The kids had talked to Charlie before about 
being judged, and Charlie agrees that students 
oftentimes have to overcome stereotypes to 
prove they’re hard workers.  That’s why he 
continually reinforces how important it is for 
youth to work to earn respect. 

“I couldn’t have scripted some of the things 
that happened down there,” laughed Charlie.  
“The kids learned a lot of lessons.”

According to Colby Cummings, Clarke 
High School junior and trip participant, prior 
to this point in the carpentry and building 
trades program, he and the other students felt 
everybody considered the group to be a bunch 
of students who were trying to get out of 
class (by participating in a hands-on program 
instead of a textbook intensive course).  

 “Some people think we’re a bunch of 
hoodlums,” Cummings smiled.  “Instead, all 
of us went down there and got this done.”   
Cummings almost did not even go on the 
trip, but said his parents encouraged him to 
do so and told him if he didn’t go, it could be 
something he’d regret later.  He is now grateful 
for the experience.

Erin echoed Cummings thoughts, stating 
the group had “always been underestimated” 
by adults.  “We have done everything to prove 
them wrong,” Erin said with pride.  

 “I don’t think any of us will ever forget 
the trip,” Erin continued.  “It was an amazing 
feeling.”

Mundy too realized together they had 
accomplished a surmountable mission.  

In the end, “It’s all about respect!”  
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Alumni Updates
1960s
Rex Geary ’61 taught 44 years in elementary and 
middle schools in Iowa, Wisconsin, and Missouri. 
After retirement, he was employed at St. James 
Catholic School for 10 years and is now enjoying 
retirement in St. Joseph, MO. 

Gary Ritter ’63 is retired and is currently living 
in Holiday Island, AR. He remembers the old 
campus downtown. 

George Kralik ’64 is in accounting at Heathstone 
Homes in Omaha, NE. He enjoyed spending his free 
time between classes playing pool and table tennis.  

1970s

Don Sears ’73

Don Sears ’73 is a broadcast engineer for NBC-TV 
in Burbank, CA. He thought jazz band was a blast. 

Ronnie Trower ’72 received his associate’s degree 
in automotive technology after attending SWCC 
and is now residing in North Port, FL. 

Ramona Weeks ’73 is a retired licensed practical 
nurse living in Creston. She continues to work in 
hospice and does some volunteer work. 

Michael Heath ’74 is the lead technologist at 
Travelport in Kansas City, MO. 

Charlene (Pulver) Teed ’76 is a quality 
improvement facilitator for Iowa Foundation for 
Medical Care in West Des Moines. She loved playing 
coed volleyball at noon and breaks because it was a 
great release from the intense nursing courses. 

Crystal (Agan) Tucker ’76 is enjoying retirement 
in Camp Verde, AZ. She recalls singing in the choir 
and writing a school song while at SWCC. 

Barbara Vandermey ’77 resides in Winslow, AR 
and is a charge nurse of the Children’s Psychiatric 
Unit at Vista Health. She enjoyed being in the choir 
musical. 

Kim (Bonus) Romesburg ’78 is employed at 
Creston Community Schools as the In-School 
Suspension Middle School supervisor. She 
remembers when she and her friends went to the 
Bavarian Inn to listen to Dick Bauman, the SWCC 
band instructor, play with his band.  

1980s
John Coulter ’80 is now Afton’s police chief and his 
favorite memory of SWCC is arguing politics with 
Rob Dietrich. 

Janell (Baudler) Hansen ’83 is the senior software 
services specialist at Farm Bureau Management 
Corporation in West Des Moines. She remembers 
“hanging out with the volleyball and basketball 
girls. My first year, we had three Janells on the 
starting lineup. We all needed nicknames, so Janelle 
Johnson was ‘Johnz’, Janel Oxley was ‘Ox,’ and Rita 
Schroeder named me ‘Big Bad Baud’ (Baud for 
short). That name is still with me today!”

Alicia (Baker) Hamze ’81 & ’84 is currently the 
marketing director at Miller Orthopedic Affiliates, 
P.C. in Council Bluffs and is also co-owner of a 
Mediterranean and European grocery store in 
Omaha, NE. Her best recollections of Southwestern 
are of the dances and activities at the student center 
as well as the one-on-one attention from the teachers. 

Cindy (Denton) Curtis ’83 is an office solutions 
consultant at Koch Brother in Des Moines. 

Mark Graham ’86 is a production supervisor 
at Materials Processing, Incorporated in Haltom 
City, TX. 

Kirk Baldwin ’87

Kirk Baldwin ’87 is currently the vice president 
of Land Survey Operations in the Missouri Valley 
Engineering & Surveying, Incorporated in Lee’s 
Summit, MO. 

Randy Johnson ’88 is presently a bank examiner at 
Iowa Division of Banking in Des Moines. 

Sheri (McCullough) Storm ’88 is a ninth grade 
special education teacher at Adel-DeSoto-Minburn 
Community Schools. She remembers being 
coached by “Fox” and Rita, and her favorite memory 
is the road trip to Texas to play softball. 

Barbara (Henderson) Bowers ’88 & ’06 graduated 
from Iowa State University in 1991. She is currently 
a receptionist at Harland Financial Solutions. She 
said that it was a “thrill to be able to represent 
SWCC at the National Business Professionals  
of America conferences in 2005 (California)  
and 2006 (Florida).” 

1990s
Craig Howell ’94 is a computer programmer at 
the CBE Group in Waterloo. Craig remembers, 
“One winter day, school was closed early because of 
freezing rain. After my morning classes, I stayed on 
campus to fill vending machines. Afterward, I was 
leaving in my car, heading east out of the parking lot. 
I was unable to stop at the stop sign and my car slid 
across the street and down into the ditch. I was just 
a half a block away from my apartment.” 

There are now two ways for you to send us your updates:
1.  Go to www.swcciowa.edu/alumni and complete our online update form.  

There you can keep us up-to-date on where you are and what you are doing,  
as well as upload a photo for us to use in an upcoming issue of the magazine.

2. Fill out the inserted Alumni Update card and return it in the mail.

We want to hear from you!
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Victoria Angell ’94 is a software application 
packager at United Health Group. Her greatest 
memories of SWCC include meeting friends at the 
computer lab and assisting them with homework. 

Linda Clark ’95 is the loan officer and vice president 
of Iowa State Savings Bank in Creston. She recalls 
Jerry Weese helping her with her calculus class. 

JoDonn (Christensen) Shaver ’95 is the director 
of nursing at Manor of Malvern in Malvern. She 
stated, “Crae plan deadlines were brutal, but we 
learned sooo much.” 

Cindy (Goodale) Goins ’96 is an elementary 
special education teacher at Lenox  
Community Schools. 

Jeremy Kinder ’97 is the elementary physical 
education teacher at the Forth Worth Independent 
School District in Benbrook, Texas. He stated 
that “My time spent at Southwestern is filled with 
some of my fondest memories. I participated in 
the basketball team, met other great students and 
faculty, as well as my wife, SWCC graduate Keeley 
(Miller) Kinder.” 

Paula (Scadden) Selsor ’98 is a registered nurse/
cardiac nurse at Lutheran Hospital in Des Moines. 
She enjoyed making new lasting friendships while 
at SWCC. 

Valerie (Jensen) Scroggs ’99

Valerie ( Jensen) Scroggs ’99 is employed as the 
associate manager at the Red Coach Inn. She liked 
living in the dorms and the great friends she made 
at SWCC. 

2000s
Melinda (Armstrong) Shackelford ’00 is a home 
health RN at Wel-Home Health in Red Oak. 

Kevin Betz ’00 received his bachelor of science 
from Iowa State University and is now a research 
associate at Monsanto. Being a part of the baseball 
team is one of his favorite memories of SWCC. 

Jill (Meyer) Monroe ’00

Jill (Meyer) Monroe ’00 is the wellness program 
manager at MediFit Corporate Services and 
currently resides in Kansas City. All her great 
memories of SWCC are of the times she had playing 
on the basketball team. 

Tiffany Gale ’02 is a site manager at Iowa Focus 
and enjoyed meeting new people while she  
attended SWCC. 

Kristi (Drake) Moffitt ’03 is the purchasing clerk 
at Ringgold County Hospital in Mount Ayr. She 
remembers the “friendly and helpful staff!” at 
SWCC. 

M. Darlene (Boberg) Rutherford ’03 is medically 
retired. Her favorite memories of SWCC included 
meeting new people from all over and the help she 
received from different teachers and from Joyce 
Schulte with Student Support Services.

Kelsey Anderson ’05 is a kindergarten teacher 
at Mabel Canton Public School. She stated, “playing 
volleyball and basketball at Southwestern was  
one of the best times of my life. I wouldn’t trade  
it for anything!” 

Christopher Crandell ’05 is a personal banker at 
US Bank in West Des Moines. 

Jayne (Hauser) Crandell ’05 is the assistant 
director at Traditions Children’s Center  
in West Des Moines. 

Kimberly (Lally) Davis ’05 is currently a graduate 
student in the masters of social work program at the 
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee. Her greatest 
memory of SWCC is when she walked across the 
stage with honors at graduation and the friends she 
met. 

Jill (Gray) Burgess ’06 is now a registered nurse 
at Alegent Health Mercy Hospital in Corning. She 
enjoyed the lasting friendships and all the support 
received from classmates and staff when obtaining 
her nursing degree. 

Brenda Martin ’06 is currently the RN case 
manager for home care at Wesley in Des Moines. 

Caitlin Jeske ’07 is a paraprofessional at the Eagle 
Grove School District. She remembers best the 
athletic teams and the great staff and friends she met 
while attending. 

Jamie Leach ’07 is the office manager at Maynes 
Real Estate, Incorporated. 

Melissa Berry ’08 transferred to Grandview 
College after graduating from SWCC. She stated, 
“I enjoyed the small class sizes and the way all the 
teachers were supportive, encouraging, and helpful 
with their subjects. My best times were in Doench’s 
classes; I believe I participated in every class she 
offered. Thanks to her encouragement, I learned  
a lot and it has helped me improve as a person.” 

Dustin Hartley ’08

Dustin Hartley ’08 is currently a junior at Iowa 
State University. One of his favorite memories of 
SWCC is when Doench invited him to sit in on one 
of her classes after he told her how much he enjoyed 
listening to her lecture while sitting in the hallway 
waiting for his next class.  
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5th District IFWC 
Fred, Sharon, Scott, and Ann 

Abell
Melinda K. Abell
Gerald Adams
Ben Adamson
Akin Building Centers
Alliant Energy Foundation
Dick & Peg Anderson
Anderson Agency, Inc.
B. M. Sales, Inc.
Kathy Baker
Cynthia Bakerink
Larry Bakerink
Sam & Jerry Beaty
Steven Bell
Sharon Bennett
Laurie Besco
Allen Binning
Adam & Amy Bisenius 
Patricia Bishop
Lucy & Marlin Black
Larry & Pam Blakesley
Cheryl Blazek
Joseph & Margi Boord
Holly Booth
Russell & Sharon Booth
Gary & Mary Jo Borcherding
Jane Bradley
Mike & Carol Brentnall
Bro Business Center
Barb Brown
Lou Brown
Dave & Gwen Buck
Phyllis Buck
Kate Burrell
Bruce & Patti Burton
Pat Butcher
Donald & Beverly Butler
Kathy Butler
Creston Elementary Staff & 

Students
Stephanie Calkins
Wayne & Suzanne Carlson
Kyle & Lisa Carstens
Carter Agency, Inc.
Mike & Tammie Cass
CD Steele
Maxine Cederburg
Barb Chadwick
Audrey & Bob Clark
Clarke County Development 

Corp.

Clarke County State Bank
Dr. Dan Coen
James Corbridge
Cornerstone Financial Group
Ann Coulter
Creston Area Retired Teachers
Creston Chiropratic Center
Creston Eagles Club
Creston Farm & Home Supply
Creston Kiwanis Club
Creston Lions Club
Creston Medical Clinic
Creston Middle School
Creston Publishing Company
Creston Rotary Club
Creston Vision Clinic
Creston Volunteer Fire Dept./

Gill/Crigger Memorial
Dr. Barb & Steve Crittenden
Dan & Dorothy Davenport
Dennis & JoAnn Davis
Conrad & Margaret DeJardin
Dick Alan Bergren Trust
Dale & Carolyn Dillenburg
Lee Dimmitt
Hollis & Patti Dodge
Duane & Eula Dolecheck
Lesa Dolecheck
Dick Downing
John Doyle
Draper, Snodgrass, Mikkelsen 

& Co.
Greg Driskell
Todd & Susan Dunphy
Tom Dunphy
Clarence Eaton
Michael & Karen Eblen
Edward Jones
Carol Egly
Darrel & Sally Egly
Judy Eklund
Tracey Evans
Family Vision Center
Bill Fastenow
Marilyn Fils
First Federal Savings Bank
First National Bank
First National Bank - Fontanelle
Marvin & Barbara Focht
William & Lois Frederick
Erica Frey
Marcia Fulton

James & Debra Gage
Stacy Gibbs
Larry & Karon Giles
Jon & Kathryn Goodale
Kysa Gordon
Margaret Gowin
Tim & Pam Gray
Greater Anesthesia Services of 

SW Iowa
Greater Regional Medical 

Center
Green Valley Pest Control & 

Lawn Care, Inc.
Doug Greene
Scott & Jolene Griffith
Paul & Patricia Grumley
Ron Hall
Jo Hardick
Edward Harvey
Scott & Darla Helm
Robert Herren
Allan & Sharon Higgins
Terri & Matt Higgins
High Lakes Outdoor Alliance
David Hoakison
Helen Hollen
Houghton State Bank
Dr. John & Jennifer Hoyt
Kentner Hudson
Hy-Vee Food Store
IAD Foundation for Education
IADA Services, Inc.
Iowa State Savings Bank
Iowa Tool & Manufacturing, Inc.
Donald & Sharon Irelan
Marion James
Jane A Brown, P. T.
Jeff Longstaff Corporation
Bertha M. Jezek
Jim’s Truck Repair
John Coen Endowment
Paul & Ann Johnson
Marsha Jones
Mrs. Young Kang
Kareen Corp
Kawasaki Motors Manufacturing 

Corp., USA
Kenyon & Nielsen PC
Thomas King
John & Nora Kirchner
Pat Kline
Joseph Knezevich
Dr. Bethel Kopp

Viola Krecklow
Bill Krejci
Teresa Krejci
KSIB
Bob & Denise Kuhl
Jeff & Linda Lamb
David & Jennifer Laroche
Laugerman Architects
Devon Leith
Tom & Danette Lesan
Lesan Family Endowment
Lori Lester
Becky Leung
V. Lewis
Barb Lightner
Dennis & Kenda Linderman
Shirley Lischer
Howard & Phyllis Long
Regina Long
Jeff Magneson
Larry W. & Jean E. Mark
Carol Maske
Steve & Jane McCann
Michael & Sharon McCullough
Tony & Jozie McCutchan
Mel & Sherry McKie
Mid-Iowa Community Action, 

Inc.
Jerry & Eilene Mikkelsen
Ellen Mohr
Don Mosman
Jeff Mostek
Mark & Deborah Mullenioux
Don & Patricia Mullin
Robert & Arleta Mullin
Therese & Patrick Murphy
Murphy Fry Memorial 

Scholarship
Narvre #54
Dave Neas
Todd & Beth Nielsen
Maxine Norris
Kim Oaks
Gary & Phyllis O’Daniels
Bill & Penny Oetken
Office Machines Company, Inc.
Paul Olson
Orient Womens Mission
Osceola Foods
Melinda Oswald
Sandra Oswald
Bill & Sharon Outhouse

Janis Owens
Dave & Becky Pansegrau
Wayne & Deb Pantini
Marta Parrott
Edward & Dorothy Peak
Pearson-Coen-Beaty Funeral 

Home
Hollis Petersen
Larry & Debra Peterson
Randy & Jan Pettit
Cary & Sheryl Phillipe
Allen Pohren
Lyle & Marlys Polson
Precision Optical Group, Inc.
Dennis & Constance Purdum
Darrell & Rosalee Rager
Ken & Carolyn Rech
Rhine Body Repair
Dave & Kathy Rieck
Velma Riegel
Robert W. Baird & Co.
Flossie Roberts
Steven & Shawn Roberts
Collette Saylor
Mark Saylor
John & Sharon Schlaht
Rita Schroeder
William & Sally Schroeder
David & Renee Scott
Dr. Todd Scott
Jana & Clint Scott
Rodney & Inge Sears
Marjorie Sederburg
Select Auto Sales
Ken & Carol Sharp
Deron & Nicole Shawley
Karen Shay
Tory & Brandi Shay
Wade & Amy Sick
Mary Jo Skarda
Mindy Skarda
Eugene & Betty Smith
Jason Smith
Jerry & Linda Smith
Sarah Smith
Bob Snodgrass
Jone Snyder
Solon Community School
Cheryl & Paul Somers
Something Unique, Inc.
Jeff Sorensen
Southern Iowa Redemption

Southwest Distributing
Southwest Iowa Homebuilders 

Association
Stalker Chevrolet-Cadillac
Becky & Steven Stamps
Barbara & Jerry Stephens
Steve & Eydie Stephens
Dr. Jack & Lorraine Stream
Student Support Services
Phyllis & Janis Sunins
Sur Gro Plant Food Co.
SWCC Minority Endowment
Alice Taylor
Bill & Joni Taylor
Curtis & Deb Taylor
Dixie & Jack Taylor
Sandra Taylor
Willie Taylor
The Grumpers
Stacie & Shannon Thibodeaux
Gloria Thielking
Matt & Jeni Thompson
Dr. Steven & Sue Tilley
Jerry & Robin Travis
True Value Hardware & Rental 

Center
Ed Trullinger
Alec & Nancy Turner
Turner Insurance Agency
Tyler Insurance Services, Inc.
Union County Federated 

Women’s Club
Union State Bank
Veterans of  Foreign Wars
Dean & Betty Wallace
Wal-Mart Foundation
Gary & Michelle Walter
Gary & Chris Walters
Waste Management
Sandy Webb
Margaret Weisshaar
Wells Fargo Foundation 

Matching Gift
Marilyn Werner
Steve White
Susan White
Kim Whittington
Charles & Norma Wilson
Linda Wood

Thank You!
To our Education Foundation Donors for Fiscal Year 4/1/08–3/31/09
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5th District IFWC-
Scholarship in Memory  
of Bonnie Tighe
Elliot Ve Verka
Alliant Energy Foundation 
Scholarship
Tara Craver
Samantha Day
Recipient, No Publicity
Anonymous Nursing 
Scholarship
Heidi Rooks
Auto Collision Repair/
Refinish Scholarship
Clay Mercer
Betts & Beer Construction 
Endowment
Timothy Wignall
Bill & Eleanor Sandholm 
Endowment
Shiann McCann
Bluegrass Board of Realtors 
Endowment
Jacob Waddingham
Burlington Northern 
Endowment
Jamie Cox
Tyra Stull
Clare Lininger Memorial 
Endowment
Anna Drake
Clarke County 
Development Corporation 
Endowment
Recipient (Requests no 

publicity)
Judith Perez
Clarke County State Bank 
Endowment
Michelle Brobst
Class of 1933 Endowment
Casie Miller
Classified Staff Scholarship
Lucy Black
Coleen Hogue
Clifford Nook Memorial 
Scholarship
Amanda Bireline
Pearson-Coen-Beaty 
Funeral Home Scholarship
Ethan McGuire
Collegiate Award 
Scholarship
Andrea Jansen
Grant Larsen
Kylea Lynam
Amber Miller
Dianna Pennington
Catalina Perez
Rebecca Strohman
Kyle Thaden

Construction Trades 
Endow/Carpentry 
Scholarship
Bo Gladman
Creston Eagles Scholarship
Nicole Goodale
Amanda Herzberg
Kylea Lynam
Lara Vanderpluym
Paige Williams
Creston Kiwanis Club 
Scholarship
Kylea Lynam
Heidi Rooks
Lara Vanderpluym
Timothy Wignall
Creston Lion’s Club 
Scholarship
Jessica Greene
Creston Medical Clinic 
Scholarship
Nicole Goodale
Richard White
Creston Rotary Club 
Scholarship
Daniel Burris
Kayliann Crittenden
Jessica Greene
Christopher Helm
Caitlyn Lesan
Bryant McCabe
Casie Miller
Lara Vanderpluym
Sierra White
Creston Volunteer Fire 
Department
Casie Miller
Cromwell Men’s Ecumenical 
Scholarship
Nicole Goodale
Sierra White
David & Mary Taylor 
Memorial Endowment
Jayme Billings
Joshua Bix
Jessica Borton
Abbie Brahms
Nichole Carr
Tiffany Coon
Samantha Day
Travis Earley
Erin Harman
Todd Hughes
Joseph Jarrett
Taylor Johanns
Kelli  Keuning
Nicholas Koeppe
Adrienne Maynes
Reece McClaflin
Diane McDonald
Ethan McGuire
Tressa Miller
Kathy Rains
Hilary Runyan
Christy Sprunger
Elliot Ve Verka

Kendra Wagner
Nathan Waltz
Timothy Wignall
Dawn Woods
Dollars For Scholars
Cassie Clark 
Logan Connelly 
Kaci Claiser
Jamie Cox
Amanda Creighton
Kayliann Crittenden
Dakota Delaney
Amber Eddy
Abigail Goldsmith
Kelsey Grandfield
Jessica Greene
Lauren Grose
Tyler Hall
Chris Helm
Jennifer Hendrickson
Joseph Jarrett
Tyler Knight
Caitlyn Lesan
Kylea Lynam
Jordan Maynes
Bryant McCabe
Jacob McGehee
Casie Miller
Michelle Morgan
Tanner Pitts
Crystal Renslow
Brittney Rindahl
Wesley Rozenboom
Micah Schneck
Bailey Sick 
Ashley Smith
Steven Smith
Bailey Sprague
Travis Thompson
Britanee Ward
Timothy Wignall
Ryan Wortman
Don & Beverly Butler 
Endowment
Timothy Wignall
Don & Lois Smith 
Endowment
Timothy Wignall
Doug Kirchner Memorial 
Endowment
Aric Bishop
Travis Earley
Kylea Lynam
Adrienne Maynes
Hilary Runyan
Dr. Steve & Dee Ann Stults 
Endowment
Nicole Goodale
Dwight & Marilyn Conover 
Endowment
Amanda Bireline
Michelle Brobst
Tara Craver
Amanda Dahlstrom
Samantha Day
Bo Gladman
Grant Golden

Jessica Greene
Coulton Honeck
Kylea Lynam
Lori Mercer
Judith Perez
Peter Rotich
Richard White
Ed Carlson Memorial 
Endowment
Nathan Waltz
Education Foundation 
Scholarship (Bus. Contest)
Grant Calvin
Education Foundation 
Scholarship (Early Bird)
Samantha Day
Drew Dobbs
Todd Hughes
Christina Motley
Edward Metz Memorial 
Endowment
Desiree Rivera
Eric Crittenden Memorial 
Endowment
Christopher Helm
Caitlyn Lesan
Kylea Lynam
Jessica Ritzman 
Sierra White
G.L. Evans Memorial 
Endowment
Coulton Honeck
Greater Anethesia Services 
of SW Iowa Scholarship
Sandy Stutzman
H.G. Russell Memorial 
Endowment
Todd Hughes
Kathy Rains
Helen Murphy Endowment 
Amanda Bireline
Nichole Carr
Amanda Dahlstrom
Grant Larsen
ISSB (David R. Driskell) 
Endowment
Jacob Waddingham
ISSB (Joseph G. Knock) 
Endowment
Anna Drake
ISSB (Karl & Jan Knock) 
Endowment
Amanda Herzberg
ISSB (Ray S. Emerson) 
Endowment
Haley Wessling
June Bower Endowment
Judith Perez
Kara Riepe Memorial 
Endowment
Recipient (Requests no 

publicity)

Kareen/MD Genetics 
Scholarship
Lauren Grose
Lila Mae Gripp Memorial 
Endowment
Bryant McCabe
Lynn Sickels Memorial 
Endowment
Michael Keller
Max Keith Drafting 
Memorial Endowment
Nathan Waltz
Mr. & Mrs. A. P. Speelman 
Endowment
Lori Mercer
Mrs. T. D. Murphy 
Endowment
Lori Mercer
Murphy Fry Memorial 
Scholarship
Britanee Ward
Tony Ward
Naven Trust Endowment
Amanda Dahlstrom
Nina L Royce McGraw 
Memorial Endowment
Diane McDonald
Heidi Rooks
Tyra Stull
Richard White
Paige Williams
Paul Bernard Somers 
Endowment
Casie Miller
Polson Accounting 
Scholarship
Erin Harman
Robert Beecher Memorial 
Endowment
No recipient 08-09
Ruth Outhouse Memorial 
Scholarship
Heidi Rooks
SIKHS Serving America 
Endowment
Lori Mercer
Southwest Iowa Home 
Builders Alliance 
Scholarship
Nevin Meisenheimer
Speelman/Strauss Male 
Nursing Endowment
Richard White
Stanton/SWCC Scholarship
Hannah Coddington
Student Senate Award 
Chris Gilbert
Joseph Jarrett
Kobi Nowels
SWCC Auto Club 
Scholarship
Coulton Honeck

SWCC Post Prom 
Scholarship
Natasha Kernen
SWCC Scholarship Award
Walter Bolingo
Travis Briggs
Amber Dixon
Marcia Duffus
Joshua Eutsler
Joseph Fisk
Drew Godwin
Nicole Goodale
Erin Harman
Rickey Harper
Winnie Lejukole
Meghan Reynolds
Caitlin Sprague
De Everett Williams
SWCC Smart Start 
Scholarship
Joshua Bix
Bailey Sprague
SWCCEA Endowment
Amanda Bireline
Tiffany Coon
Bo Gladman
Amanda Herzberg
Michael Keller
Lori Mercer
Fredrick Peasley
Desiree Rivera
Trustee Award Scholarship
Nicole Goodale
Erin Harman
Whitney McCunn
Jacob Waddingham
Courtney Weeda
Tyler Insurance Services 
Scholarship
Erin Harman
UARCO Inc. Endowment
Grant Golden
Union Co. Business 
Scholarship
Bryant McCabe
Union County Federated 
Women’s Club Scholarship
No recipient 08-09
Van Arkel Memorial 
Endowment
Amanda Dahlstrom
Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Scholarship
Cody Cooper
Erin Harman
Walter H. & Alice G. Hudson 
Memorial Endowment
Lori Mercer
Wayne & Elaine Gidley 
Memorial Endowment
Lara Vanderpluym
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On Friday, May 8, 2009, 173 
students earned their degrees and 
graduated from Southwestern 

Community College with bright smiles, sighs 
of relief, and hopes for the future.  During the 
ceremony, graduates were provided words 
of encouragement from speaker Dr. Dennis 
Fisher, of Kansas City, MO.  Fisher, a 1972 
SWCC graduate, stressed the importance of 
life-long learning and told the grads during 
these times no matter where they live, they’ll 
be competing in a global economy.  

In his humorous and motivating message, 
Fisher said technology is advancing so quickly 
that education can barely keep up.  He told 
students they will be asked to fill jobs that 
don’t even exist today.  To be prepared for 
these changes, Fisher encouraged grads to 
continue learning.  “More than ever, education 
is a lifelong endeavor,” Fisher said.  “You 
must continue to learn throughout your life. 
Southwestern has provided the foundation.”

According to Fisher, he grew up in Ottumwa 
as an “SOB”—a southern Ottumwa boy.  Being 
from the southside of Ottumwa, as part of a 
family without a lot of resources, Fisher said 
he had many challenges during his youth.  
He spoke of playing sports as a child in the 
cinder alley behind his house and considered 
basketball his ticket to a better life.  

Learning–A Lifelong Endeavor 
By Stacy Gibbs, Director of Institutional Advancement

Fisher came to Creston in 1970 to play 
basketball for long-time SWCC coach Ron 
“Fox” Clinton.  He recalls many road trips 
in Clinton’s Mercury Marquis where they 
would have conversations that helped him 
mature into adulthood.  “…our conversations 
were wide-ranging,” Fisher explained.  “The 
Vietnam War was going on . . . We would talk 
about what was going on in the world, and the 
future.  I started to grow up during those two 
years in Creston.  I am confident that 37 years 
from today, you will be able to say the same 
thing.”

After SWCC, Fisher went on to earn his 
bachelor’s degree from the University of 
Nebraska-Omaha in 1975 and a doctorate’s 
degree in education from the University of 
Missouri in 1992.  He is currently the Park 
Hill School District superintendent in Kansas 
City, MO, presiding over 10,106 students, 
1,300 staff members, and an operating budget 
of $117 million.  Under his leadership, the 
suburban Kansas City, MO, district has earned 
the Missouri Distinction in Performance 
Award every year.  

Fisher’s son, Kyle, has been the SWCC’s 
assistant men’s basketball coach since 2008.  
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